VENTS

A hot head is an uncomfortable
head, so see if the helmet has vents
and if they are easily operated by a
gloved hand. Vents can cause extra
wind noise on a helmet at speed, so
ensure they close securely when
not in use. With an adventure lid,
good venting at slow speed is also
important for off-road use

cal’ﬂed ou
engmeers.

PEAKS

A large peak may help when it
comes to shading your eyes from
the sun, but without decent air
channelling it will act like a sail at
For more than two decades, speed, putting unwelcome strain

the RIDE Best Buy and on your neck muscles
Recommended triangles have

stood for performance and

value for money.

> A RIiDE Best Buy award
means that a product has been
tested under real-world and,
where appropriate, laboratory
conditions to assess its
performance in all relevant
criteria and has excelled in its

field, while offering exceptional REMOVAB ;

value for money. B This is especially important if you are
planning off-road use where you will §
exert yourself more and possibl
even get the lid’s lining dusty

You may have to remove the visor
to give it a serious clean. Check how
easily this is achieved because,
unlike road lids, adventure ones

: often lack quick-release visors

> A RiDE magazine
Recommended triangle means
that a product has either done an
outstanding job at a higher price
or areasonable job but at a
significantly lower price. So while
not worthy of a Best Buy, it still
performs very well in one of
these criteria.

2 The RiDE Best Buy and

Recommended triangles stand @Y theitunoble
. app to buy these

for quality and value for money. . products the

Look for them when shopping. " easy way
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'YOUR TESTER
Jon Urry

.

20-year served bike
journalist and self-

confessed geek Urry has tested more

crash helmets in his career than he

cares to remember. It does mean he is

well-placed to know what works.

2 WEIGHT Using a set of digital
scales, we weighed each helmet
as they would be ready for road
use, which means any Pinlock
systems fitted and the visor
attached. A heavy lid can put
extra strain on your neck, leading
to fatigue, so a lightweight lid can
be an advantage when it comes
to touring, for example.

> FEATURES A simple visual
checkpoint with items such as a
Pinlock, helmet bag, removable
lining, vents, integrated sun visor,
peak extender, ability to use
goggles and helmet fastener all
assessed and scored.

Has ridden in more
helmets than most

How we tested them

Adventure-
style helmets

Looking for a lid to match your adventure bike?
Here are RiDE's pick of the crop

Words Jon Urry Pictures Simon Lee

DVENTURE BIKE SALES are
on a high, with more and more
riders turning to these high-bar
do-it-all bikes for their two-
wheeled transport. And this gradual
change in motorcycle style also often
necessitates a swap in kit as adventure
bikes open up a whole new riding
proposition — with many deciding a

2 EASE OF USE Using a gloved
hand, the lid’s main features were
assessed while riding a bike. We
also assessed how quick and
easy it was to remove the visor
completely to allow it to be
thoroughly cleaned.

> NOISE Using a sound pressure
meter and a microphone located
within the ear cavity of the crash
helmet, we recorded the
maximum interior noise levels

at 60mph.

> STABILITY AT SPEED The
peaks on adventure lids often
cause excessive drag and lift,
leading to neck ache. We

@D ownable

But choosing the right one can be a
nefield. Pick the wrong one for you
d you can end up with your neck

wrenched by poor aerodynamics as

the peak battles the wind flow on the |
motorway, or sweating away with I
poor airflow if you ever head down a |
green-lane or get stuck in traffic. And ‘
that's aside from the normal helmet

buying factors like noise, stability,
venting and comfort.

With this in mind, we have assessed
a selection of adventure lids for their
ding ability at slow and high speeds
|in every riding situation. With
es varying from £249.99 to
there is an adventure lid out
‘most budgets. ©

wir osting
olved riding
and measuring
sise levels

> VENTING The effectiveness of
the vents were taken into
account at both low and
high-speed riding; crucial if you're
heading off-road.

assessed how they coped with a
60mph ride.

> COMFORT Each lid was worn
on our test route to assess its
comfort levels at various speeds.
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RATED tHE riDE PRODUCT TEST

Schuberth E1£549.99
(graphics from £599.,99) |

www.bikerheadz.co.uk

The only flip-front lid in our test, the Schuberth is also the
only one with a SHARP rating, though three out of five
stars isn’t great. Feeling far more enclosed than other
adventure lids, you would struggle to know the E1 wasn't a
conventional helmet once on, but it is heavy as a result.
You get a five-year warranty, the Pinlock arrives fitted and
you can add an E1 intercom kit (£239.99) if you wish.
Although it can’t be used with goggles, the peak is
two-way adjustable and the visor easy to remove.

On the road, it has a very small field of vision compared
to other lids, which makes you feel a touch claustrophobic
and it pushes on your forehead. The sun visor is easy to
locate and use, as are the vents but you have to be careful
not to catch the peak as it pops out of its fixings with little
pressure. It was very stable at speed and felt like a normal
flip-front road lid — just with adventure styling.

» The only flip-front

on test lt.ieels hkg a

A Areasonable

lid bufcomfort
)u‘; an issué—

THE FACTS

Construction Pressed glass
fibre

Actual weight 1690g
Integrated sun visor Yes
Fastening system Push-through
Number of vents 3

Pinlock Yes

Removable lining Yes
Compatible with goggles No

)

(at 60mph)

THE SCORES

COMFORT
DHERENIE
EASE OF USE
HupHaaEEEE
FEATURES

EE ] ]
VENTS :
BEErETEEAER
STABILITY
BEEEREREEN

Total 37/ 50

www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk

At £425, the Carbon is well priced and pleasingly it doesn’t
come emblazoned with GS logos, just a small BMW
Motorcycles on the back. Nice and light, the fit is snug but
not uncomfortable and it has neat features such as an
adjustable peak, is communication-system ready and the
visor is simple to remove so you can use goggles instead.
A large front vent has a plastic cover that pops off to
allow maximum ventilation but was the noisiest on test.
Feeling incredibly light to wear, the Carbon has a huge
field of vision but is a very noisy lid that is certainly
leaning to the off-road rider. Annoyingly, we found a buzz/
rattle at about 60mph that we couldn't trace back to any
one component. The vents are excellent at low and high
speed, but the forehead one is tricky to locate and
operate while on the go while the chin strap is oddly long.

P Vent cover can be
Femoved ¢g
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A BM%IId can bes
addedto bike PCP™
deals for the full look®

THE FACTS

Construction Carbon-fibre
reinforced plastic

Actual weight 1543g
Integrated sun visor No
Fastening system D-rings
Number of vents 2

Pinlock Yes

Removable lining Yes
Compatible with goggles Yes

(i)

THE SCORES

COMFORT
EEENEEEEEE
EASE OF USE
AR EEENE
FEATURES
EEEEEEEEEE
VENTS
BERETEEEENE
STABILITY
EEEEEEEEEN

Total 38/ 50

If it's in RIDE, it's @ ownable



@ Use the Ownable app

(graphics from £579.9
www.whyarai.co.uk

9) , o THE FACTS

Construction Super-fibre
composite

Actual weight 1699g
Integrated sun visor No
Fastening system D-rings
Number of vents 5
Pinlock Yes

Removable lining Yes

The Tour-X 4 is fairly basic in its operation but does tick all
the right boxes and feels typically well made. The visor
system is retained by plastic screws which will snap off in
an accident and therefore needs a coin/screwdriver to
remove but once off, the screws helpfully remain attached
to the peak and the lid can be used with goggles. The fit is
comfortably snug but the vents are fairly small.

On the road, the Arai’s lining is a bit scratchy on the Compatible with goggles Yes
forehead but otherwise the fit is good and the huge WIND NOISE
number of vents (plus two visor vents) work well at speed ((' 110 -I dB ")
and are surprisingly effective at a slower pace once you =
open the mesh-covered front ones. The peak looks like it (st 80mph)
will catch badly in the wind but, in reality, its small aero

channels are quite effective at holding it stable and
reducing it pulling on your neck.

! The Tolgp.;x 4may. THE SCORES
be basie'but it does COMFORT

what it dogs well ..........
) ¥ EASE OF USE

FlEEENEEAN
FEATURES
EHESPEIEAEE
VENTS

S
STABILITY
AN

Total 39/ 50

““Vents ang
channels keep it
cool and stape

Klim Krios Pro £525
5 graphics £525) THE FACTS
www.adventure-spec.com Construction Carbon fibre
With its carbon shell, the Krios is an extremely light lid and . Actual weight 1319g
it looks pretty cool due to the exposed weave. A unique Integrated sun visor No
feature is the ‘Transitions’ UV-responsive visor (you also Fastening system Magnetic
get a spare clear visor) and the visor system requires no fid-lock
tools to remove and can be used with goggles. Not Number of vents 2
everyone will like the magnetic fid-lock chin strap, which Pinlock Yes
is a bit disconcerting at first but it is very easy to operate Removable lining Yes
once you get used to it. A small opening means the Klim is Compatible with goggles Yes
a struggle to put on and take off and once on it is a very
. : WIND NOISE
tight fit, so try before you buy and don’t assume your size.
On the road, the Transitions visor is excellent, taking the (' 110.2('8 "
glare off like a dark/smoke visor but the lining is overly (at 60mph)
solid and gives the impression more of a motocross lid
than a road one while also being quite noisy. Stability at THE SCORES
speed is very impressive thanks to good aerodynamics COMFORT
and the vents also work well. ey 11
EASE OF USE
OB E RN
» Peak and spoiler FEATURES
design make the F
S VENTS
iR EEEN
STABILITY
T
A No tools required 3 g
to remove peak,~
ready for go:gles TOtaI / 5 0
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RATED 1HE RiDE PRODUCT TEST

AGV AX-9 £399.99
(carbon version from £469.99)

www.agv.co.uk

The AGV has a feeling of quality, with its visor removal
screws metal (they do scuff a bit when undone) and the
overall level of finish high. It's pleasingly light to wear and
has a wide field of vision with a very comfortable lining.
Although the peak can be adjusted, you need to fit inserts
that reduce the visor’s opening to do so, which is a bit
annoying. AGV sells an Ark Intercom (£249.99 plus £14.99
adapter) for the AX-9.

On the road, the AGV feels plush with a huge field of
vision and good sound deadening, though the peak does
catch a bit in the wind when you raise your head, as it
lacks aero cut-outs. The vents are effective and easy to
locate and the chin vent’s plastic cover can be removed
for a good amount of low-speed airflow. A plush feeling
lid but one whose peak does catch the wind, so not
great for touring.

Vent covercan be i
removed comll\m‘_lm N

for full aiptlow ~‘ A
/ /8 Y ’ﬁ'\"\ k

Al

h There;\iﬁ feeling -
of quality but the
peak needs vents

THE FACTS

Construction Carbon-aramid-
glass fibre

Actual weight 1549g
Integrated sun visor No
Fastening system D-rings
Number of vents 3

Pinlock Yes

Removable lining Yes
Compatible with goggles Yes

(1167548 |))

THE SCORES

COMFORT

5 B 0 O
EASE OF USE
EEEEEEEEEE
FEATURES

STTT U]
VENTS

T PET L]
STABILITY

o 1 b 0 22

Total 40/ 50

Nolan N70-2 X £249.99
(graphics from £279.99) |

Www.motogear.co.uk

Alid pleasingly stacked full of features considering its low
price tag, the Nolan has a removable chin bar that means
it can also be used as an open face lid. Compatible with
goggles, the peak is adjustable, there is an integrated sun
visor, simple visor removal system (a Pinlock comes
fitted) and as well as a five-year guarantee, the lid is
ready for the N-Com communication system (£159.99).
Once on, the lid is very comfortable and feels roomy
and the sun visor has a neat system where it locks in
place to one of four positions, with a push of a button
retracting it fully. On the road, the Nolan seems really loud
with a load of wind noise (it recorded third-highest at
110.0dB), but its lining is very well padded and
comfortable with a snug feel. The vents are a bit tricky to
locate and aren’t great at low speed but the peak is very
stable when cruising and doesn't catch the in wind.
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iEgles can be used

performance but gha
Nolafi is a noisy Tid

THE FACTS

Construction Lexan
polycarbonate

Actual weight 1788g
Integrated sun visor Yes
Fastening system Push-through
Number of vents 4

Pinlock Yes

Removable lining Yes
Compatible with goggles Yes

e

THE SCORES

COMFORT
HEHEEEER o
EASE OF USE
FEEEEE AR
FEATURES

T 1 0 R B G
VENTS
EEEEREOEEE
STABILITY
EETERER S

e 871/50

If it's in RIiDE, it's @ ownable



www.shoeiassured.co.uk

The Hornet ADV retains a visor-release
mechanism similar to Shoei's road lids,
meaning removing it takes seconds (the peak's fastenings
are % turn fixings). Nice features include a five-year
warranty, ear pads to reduce noise levels, an intercom-
ready interior, removable chin guard and breath deflector,
an emergency quick-release lining system and a highly
vented (non-adjustable) peak to reduce turbulence. Shoei
recommends it is not worn without the visor and goggles.
Once you get over the quite-snug fit (it squeezes the
cheeks slightly), on the road it's very comfortable.
Surprisingly, there is quite a lot of wind noise but the large
amount of venting on the peak ensures it doesn't catch
and is very stable at speed. The vents are good at road
speeds but don't provide a huge amount of airflow at low
speed, making this more suited for pure road riders.

4 Very comigrtable
but noisier thian we'd -
expectaffith a Shoei

> Lots ;;Vents in
the peak mean i < 4
doesn’t catch ]

» Visor removal T \

very simple but “23
| ()
s

@ Use the Ownable app

THE FACTS

Construction Organic multi-
fibre

Actual weight 1571g
Integrated sun visor No
Fastening system D-Ring
Number of vents 3

Pinlock Yes

Removable lining Yes
Compatible with goggles No

([1a35e))

THE SCORES

COMFORT
EREEEDREEEN
EASE OF USE
ERENEETEEE
FEATURES
AR
VENTS
HERERTHEER
STABILITY
HEEREEERDE

ot &4/50

Nexx X.WED2 £329.99 §
raphics from £379.99)

www.nexx-helmets.com

An outstanding lid in terms of its features, the
Nexx does everything asked of it and comes
with a five-year warranty. As well as an
integrated sun visor, you get a Pinlock, peak extender,
visor pouch, pads to alter the lining's fit, removable vent
cover and a selection of parts to allow you to fit an
intercom, helmet camera and even remove the visor
entirely for use with goggles. Doing so is simple with no
tools and the peak’s angle can be altered by hand.

On the road, while the fit is snug, it is comfortable with
a good field of vison, is fairly quiet, the sun visor is easily
activated and it doesn't feel as heavy the scales say it is.
The vents are effective and easily accessed with the chin
vent's cover removable for low-speed air flow while the
peak doesn't catch in the wind. An excellent do-it-all
adventure lid that has very few negative points.

A Nexx is the
quietestduith the.
most features

) Peak extender is
lied for high=
d road use

% A Visor can be
-5 i removed, for use
£ ¢
. with goggles
L

THE FACTS

Construction Multiaxial
fiberglass, fibre reinforcement

Actual weight 1788g
Integrated sun visor Yes
Fastening system D-rings
Number of vents 4

Pinlock Yes

Removable lining Yes
Compatible with goggles Yes

(1167481

(at 60mph)

THE SCORES

COMFORT
HEEEAEREEN
EASE OF USE
DEEEEEREEN
FEATURES

VS 0
VENTS
EEEEOEAENE
STABILITY
HEEEEE N

Total 44/ 50
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- ADVENTURE-STYLE HELMETS -

THE /2/D/= VERDICT

The Nexx is our pea

ADVENTURE LIDS ARE
incredibly complex bits of kit
— something that was
highlighted during out test.

And unlike some tests, the
results were very close, with
just six points covering the
best and worst lids.

Why was this? As
adventure helmets are a
relatively new trend, many
manufacturers have started
from scrateh, using new
design techniques. This is
something that isn’t always
the case with road lids, as
some brands often retain a
certain style or way of
producing a road lid.

Due to this, manufacturers
have ensured their lids tick
every box, leading to similar
results. There are a few
areas that some stand out
but generally speaking, they
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are all fairly close.

But there is always a
winner and in this case, it is
the Nexx X.WED2.

A lid so packed full of
features yet still only just
breaks the £300 bracket
(making it the second
cheapest in the test) the
Nexx represents excellent
value for money. Although a
touch heavy, due to its
features, this is a small
sacrifice and it thoroughly
deserves our Best Buy
award. The Shoei Hornet
ADV, Nolan N70-2 X and AGV
AX-9 all deserve honourable
mentions, though it is the
Shoei that scoops the
Recommended award.

NEXT MONTH...

Tailpacks tested back-to-back

ky blinder

TR P P

Nexx X.WED2
£329.99
More features than you
can shake a stick at,
well priced and very
comfortable to wear,
the Nexx X.WED2 is an
excellent lid for all
kinds of adventure.

Shoei Hornet
ADV £449.99
If you want the look but
don’t plan on using
goggles, the Shoei
Hornet ADV has all the
style of an adventure
lid but with its focus on
road riding.

If it's in RIDE, it's (@) ownable





